
North East Iowa Quilt Guild 
 

Programs & Workshops 
 
Below are the programs and workshops for September 2011 through August 2012.  No afternoon meeting 
in September 2011 or May 2012.  No evening meetings in June, July or August.  Meetings are held in the 
lower level of the Luana Savings Bank, unless indicated.  Two retreats are planned for this year.  A Row 
Robin monthly project will be introduced at the October meeting.   
 

September 6, 2011  

Membership Recruitment and Renewal 

 2 pm & 7 pm: Welcome to a Year of Exciting 

Programs, Retreats, and Workshops 

Welcome to new members and time to get back 
together for current members.  Information will be 
presented about the monthly programs, retreats, 
workshops, group row robin project, apron fashion 
show, garage sales, and more for this next year.  
Details for the October retreat will be explained along 
with an opportunity to view and sign up for the 
WORKSHOPS.  Final details about the AQS bus trip will 
be reviewed.  
 

September 29 – 30, 2011  

Guild Sponsored Bus Trip to AQS in Des Moines, IA   

Pack your bags; get ready to hop on the bus.  The bus for the trip to 
the AQS in Des Moines, IA will load in Prairie du Chien at 5:00 AM and 
then proceed to the other pick-up points. 

 

October 4, 2011  

Mary Wemark & Melissa Foley 
When the Little Women quilt series started, Mary and 
Melissa were able to learn the quilt designs and techniques 
from Jo Morton herself.  For several years they taught 
many students, and made “Jo” quilts for Pine Needles Quilt 
shop.  

 

2 pm: Hooking for Fun 
Mary and Melissa will demonstrate how rug hooking is done 
and a trunk show of projects. 
 
7 pm: Travels with Jo Morton and Little Women Come 
and hear about their experiences with Jo and tales from the 
classes they taught.  A trunk show of the many projects 
they made over the years.  These ladies have excellent 
skills and always made the Little Women classes a fun day. 



October 20-22, 2011  
 

Retreat at Camp Winnebago, Eitzen, MN 
 
 

Thursday, October 20 
Mary Kay Winke 
Workshop (9:30 – 4:00) : “Working (slightly) Out of the Box ”  
Our member, Mary Kay will show you a new way to piece an older 
block.  She will include information on ways to experiment with 
alternative settings.  Participants, who desire, will have an option 
to participate in a fabric exchange.  Participants may also bring 
their own blocks to get ideas on how to set them in a quilt.  

 

 

 
Friday, October 21 
Janet Pittman 
www.gardentrellisdesigns.com  
 
Janet, a quilt artist from West Des Moines, Iowa, 
has been designing quilts for 25 years.  She has 
won many awards and has quilts published in 
several quilt magazines.  In addition to individual 
patterns, Janet authored the book Applique, the 
Basics and Beyond.  An avid flower gardener, 
she takes inspiration from her own garden.  She 
finds that the color variations in hand dyed fabric 
and batiks add to the natural feel of her designs.  
Most of her quilts are embellished with 
decorative threads stitched to add texture and 
color to the flowers and leaves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Workshop (9:30 – 4:00 ): “Garden Gems” Machine Appliqué and 
Embellishing  
Using one of the Garden Gems flowers as a pattern, participants will 
explore machine appliqué using paper backed fusible web.  Basic 
machine utility stitches (zigzag and blind hem), decorative stitches 
and free-motion zigzag stitches will be explored and used in the 
project.  We will close with a short course in hand beading to add 
sparkle to any quilt.  

 



Saturday October 22 
Janice Mineart 
mineartjg@gmail.com  
 
Workshop (9:30 – 4:00 ): “Quilts 
from Vintage Linens” 
 
Per member’s request, we are 
repeating this workshop.   
Janice shows how to rescue and 
restyle those partially stained or 
torn vintage linens and turn them 
into charming quilts to treasure. 
In the morning, you will use 
embroidered dresser scarves, 
pillowcases, or tablecloths to get 6” 
squares.  The more squares, the 
bigger the quilt.  Trading with 

friends to get a variety is allowed!  Vintage or reproduction fabrics cut into 1.5” strips are to be 
used to frame the blocks.   
The afternoon session will focus on a quilt as you go method to utilize ivory damask napkins or 
tablecloths, and vintage edging, laces and doilies to make 12” squares.  Make as many as you 
want.  
Janice will have vintage items for sale for those who want to supplement their supply.  
 

November 1, 2011  

                                                        Using It All 

Tisha Sandberg 

Tisha says that she prides herself on figuring out ways 
to use every little bit of everything.  She has designed 

patterns that focus on that bold use of color and 
embellishments. 

 
2 pm:  Demonstration – Making Fabric Beads 
Tisha will show us how these fabric beads are made. 
 
 

 
 
 
7 pm:  Using It All – Lecture and Trunk 
Show 
Tisha states “I really can’t think of many 
things I don’t like to work with, but paper 
and fabric are probably my favorites.”  
Come see how “found” items find their 
way into her award winning quilts and 
projects. 
 



December 6, 2011  
 

Biblical Blocks 
                                     Sue Stainbrook  

 
www.patternsfromhistory.com/bible_quilt  

 
2 & 7 pm: Biblical Blocks 
Sue will be sharing with us some history of quilting lead into 
American quilting and its ties to the importance of faith 
during the pioneer times.  There will be quilt blocks with 
biblical names and quilts using these blocks.  Sue will share 

her journey with a group involved in this project.   
 

 
 
 

   

Jacob’s Ladder Garden of Eden David and Goliath 
 

Samples of Biblical Blocks 
 

 
 
Apron Fashion Show 
Aprons are part of the current “rage.”  This is time to share 
what your creative talent has produced.  We will vote on a 
favorite.  If you have vintage aprons, bring them and their 
stories for Show and Tell.  
 



January 3, 2012  
 

Preparing your Quilt for the Show 
 

 
2 pm: Judged Quilts – Joni Johnson 
 
Joni will present a trunk show of 
quilts that have been judged and 
review what she learned from the 
judge’s comments. 
 
7 pm:  Quilts for Show – 
Barbara Raisbeck 
 

Barb will give you tips on getting your quilt ready to hang in a quilt 
show or to make the best presentation in your home.   
 

 
January 7, 2012  

 
Workshop – To be announced  

 
February 7, 2012  

 
Garage Sale 

 
2 & 7 pm: 
 
Regardless if you are buying or selling, there are sure 
to be both trash and treasures from each of us.  Bring 
a friend and come have some fun.  Might that Road 
Show treasure be among the items for sale! 
 



 
March 6, 2012  

 
Expanding Our Creative Techniques 

 
2 pm – Challenge Quilts 
 
Guild members share the stories and quilts they have made for 
Guild “Challenges.” 
 

Our special guest for the evening meeting is Chris Lynn Kirsch a quilt maker, 
designer, teacher, speaker, author, and quilt cruise/adventure leader.  She loves all 
aspects of quilting from sharing costumed lectures on antique quilts to books on 
recreating pictures and words in quilt blocks to teaching classes, and encouraging the 
inner creative child.  Chris is a woman with a wonderful, infectious, humorous, full-of-
energy personality whom you will enjoy meeting. 

www.chrisquilts.net  

 
7 pm: The Challenged Mind 
Chris has always enjoyed a good challenge and the 
“brain play” it encourages.  Join her as she takes us on 
a journey through her inspirations, crazy side trips and 
the fascinating collection of quilts which resulted. 
 
 
March 7, 2012  
 
Workshop – Beyond Meandering 
Chris Kirsch 

 

 
Workshop 9:00 – 3:30 
 
Quilting the quilt should be as much fun as making the top!  If 
you have been free motion quilt for a while and wonder if 
there is life after stippling and meandering, the answer is 
YES!  The all day class will include time for students to bring 
in an unfinished top and have the group brainstorm design 
ideas.   
 

 



March 23-25, 2012  
 

Spring Retreat at Sisters Retreat Center – West Uni on, IA 
 

 This is three days to get away to sew and relax 
as you want in a facility that is well equipped with 
all the sewing space, irons, comfortable chairs, 
etc that you could want.  Bedrooms are on the 
second level and as cozy as can be.  An optional 
mystery project will be available on Saturday for 
attendees.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Pictures from 2011 when some members 
of NEIQG attended an informal retreat at 

Moonlight Stitching Studio & Sisters 
Retreat Center in West Union, IA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

As described on Facebook:  Moonlight Stitching 
Studio and Sisters Retreat Center is “an 

amazing old building in beautiful downtown 
West Union across from the Court House 
square that has been transformed into a 

quilter's/crafter's dream haven. It is a place to 
unleash your creativity and feed your body and 
soul. There is ample space for 24 to craft, 24 to 

dine and 20 to sleep in pure cozy comfort with 3 ba throoms. Breakfast, bedding 
and towels are provided for the overnight guests.” 



 April 3, 2012  
 

Embroidery, Crazy Quilts, and Civil War 
 

 2 pm: Members will participate in a round table 
activity to share embroidery stitches how-to’s, and 
crazy quilt ideas. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Becky Wright 
 
www.etsy.com/shop/orphansofwarquilts  
www.thecivilwarquilter.blogspot.com   
7 pm:  Civil War Presentation 
A hand quilter since the age of 19, Becky 
presents information about the importance of 
quilts and textiles during the Civil War while 
being in full period costume.  She includes a 
large display of quilts, both vintage and new 
Civil War reproductions, vintage clothing, 
books and other items of interest.  Her focus 
on Civil war quilts dates back to 2001. 
 
 

May 1, 2012 
 

Annual Meeting 
7 pm – No afternoon meeting 
   Farmer’s Wife Quilts 
 

Last year, 20 to 30 members of the Guild worked on blocks 
from the book “The Farmer’s Wife.”  The goal of some was to 
complete all 111 blocks and others less.  This is the chance to 
share the results of that project, regardless if they are finished 
or a UFO’s, and to hear about what we learned, enjoyed or 
disliked! 
 
Row Robin 
 
Each month this year, members worked on a row by row style 
project.  Quilted projects will be voted on at September meeting, 

but we hope to see the tops in May. 
 



 
Note:  Summer meeting are held only in the afternoo n, and are more casual.  
Therefore plans are not complete and events could c hange. 
 

June 5, 2012  
 

2 pm - Garden Party and Table Toppers   
Site – TBA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

July 10, 2012  
 

Charity Quilts Work day & Ice Cream Social 
 
9 am – Orphan Blocks 
 
We all have them – those blocks that were extra or left 
over, blocks that were not quite the right color or size.  
Bring them to this session and see if we can use them to 
construct some “one of a kind” donation quilts.   
In the afternoon we will have our traditional ice cream 
event and bingo. 
 
 

August 7, 2012  
2 pm - TBA 

 
 

 
 

Please note:  All classes and meeting lectures are subject to change.  If you have 
signed up for a class and we must change it, you wi ll be notified.  All updates will 
be on the NEIQG website at http://neiqg.com   
 
 


