
Tuesday,  January 3rd, 2:00 pm,  and 7:00 pm, Luana Savings Bank,   Luana, IA
Afternoon  Program:  Judged Quilts 
Joni Johnson will share with us quilts that she has had judged, and what she learned 
from the judges’ comments.  Afternoon members should bring quilts of their own that 
have been judged for Show and Share.

Evening Program:  Quilts for Show
Barb Raisbeck’s presentation is “Quilts for Show.”  Using her own quilts Barb will talk 
about what we can do so quilts are presented at their best for the quilter, a quilt show 
and a quilt judge.

 Lunch Committee for the January Evening Guild Meeting: Marty Berda (Chair), 
Georgia Thompson, Dianne Rissman, Mary Kay Winke, Rita Anderson

*************************************************** *******************
January 7, 2012 –Workshop “Big Stitch Hand Quilting” by Maud Bentley
9:30 -12:30 and free sewing 1:00 – 3:00, cost $10.00,  Luana Bank Lower Level
Lunch is on your own. 
Details and supply list are inside the newsletter.

*************************************************** *******************
Tuesday, February 7th, 2:00 pm and 7 pm, Luana Savings Bank, Luana, IA 
Afternoon and Evening Programs:
Here’s a chance to share your quilting treasures with other members of the Guild!  
While we may  be long past staying organized, we always have a few things that may 
be of more value to someone else.   Afternoon sales will start at 2 PM and evening 
sales at 6:45 PM. (More details are inside the newsletter.)
During the “program time” members should plan to share a tip or notion that has been 
useful to them, e.g.. a magnetic pin holder purchased at a hardware store.  

Lunch Committee for the February Evening Guild Meeting: Jeana Poor (Chair), 
Cindy Spiker, Melodye Protsman, Joni Johnson, Ila Benzing, Jackie Dirkesen

*************************************************** *******************               
Remember to visit our guild web site at NEIQG.com!  

The Waukon Girl Scouts are holding a Winter Carnival at Camp Tahigwa on Sat. Jan 
21st and plan to have as one of the activities making pillowcases to donate to children 
in hospitals.  Anyone willing to help the girls sew or donate fabric should contact 
Cindy Shogren at 568-6278.
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What makes a quilt valuable?
Since our January meeting is all about quilt shows, 
I thought I’d take this a step further and look into 
what makes a quilt worth something (besides all of 
the love that is associated with its creation and/or 
ownership).  

The following thoughts are from Judy Lyons, a 
certified quilt appraiser.

“Determining value is as of a specific date/time. 
Value needs to be justified. With that said, 
consideration, investigation and calculation of value 
all need to be determined. You need to ask if it’s for 
insurance, is it a donation or are you searching for 
an asking price to buy or sell. What goes into the 
quilt needs to be identified. 

A historical quilt has a lot of provenance. It may be 
ugly but have top value. We may see a beautiful art 
quilt. The maker has won major awards and shows. 
The maker has established a record of sales. If she 
can prove that her quilts are being sold for the dollar 
amount, then that is a value that can be proven.

My quilts would never be considered very valuable 
quilts. My quilts have value because I have made 
them. I purchased the fabric. I’ve put a lot of dollars 
and time into this quilt. It is a quilt of value. All quilts 
have value. It is where the quilter fits on the scale, 
the amount of work put into the quilt and all of the
background. 

The other thing is where it will be sold. Will it bring 
top value? Is it in a small store in the country where 
few people visit the gallery, or is it downtown New 
York City or Toronto, or in California where there 
are people there who will put out the funds? There 
are many factors that come into play when you talk 
value. -Judy Lyons

Happy Quilting!
�����

January and February Notes from Arlene:
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FREE TABLE INFO...
 
 Don’t forget the “Free” table where members can bring 
items that they are willing to give away.  Items should be 
quilt-related or perhaps a good book.  The only rule is that items 
can only be on the table during the meeting(s) that you are 
attending.  It you attend both afternoon and evening, the item can 
be out at each meeting.  If the item is not picked up, the person 
who brought it is to take it back at the end of the day.  Any items 
left at the end of a meeting will be discarded in the trash.



Big Stitch Workshop

Call it utility stitch or big stitch, it is a fun and faster way to get those tops converted into quilts.

Maude Bentley will share her expertise with us for this hand quilting technique at a workshop on Saturday January 7, 
2012, from 9:30 am – 12:30 pm.  We will also spend time discussing quilting designs and placement.  Sign up will begin 
in December.  The cost will be $10 and class will be in the Community Room at the  Luana Bank. 

The building will be available in the afternoon until 3:30 pm for those who want to stay and stitch.  Bring your 
own sack lunch if you plan to stay and stitch.

*************************************************** **************************************

Big Stitch Quilting and Design
By Maud Bentley

Saturday January 7, 2012 at Luana Bank, 9:30 – 12:30 
With free sewing time 1:00 – 3:00

Supply List
22" square fabric (backing)
20" square fabric, either muslin, solid or near solid color to show stitching
22" square batting
thread for basting, long needle to baste with
small scissor snips
masking tape (can share)
simple large-ish stencil, and/or straight ruler
fabric marker...Pounce, chalk wheel, blue erasable pen
thimble
12" or 14" hoop, or can go "hoopless"
Optional: perle cotton #8 or #12,  #5 Richard Hemming between, or #24 Chenille, or needle you can thread 
with the perle.
A few beads that would fit on perle cotton might be fun.

Maud will provide a choice of needles, perle cotton #8, and some stencils.
If you prefer to bring your own project to work on,  Maud can offer an opinion on designs.  If it is a small 
piece, please bring it unbasted.  If it is a larger piece, you may want to bring it already sandwiched and thread 
basted.  Pin basting not recommended for this technique.
Bring lots of questions.  This will be an informal class for an easy-to-learn technique.
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Answers to the lines from Christmas Carols quiz handed out at December meeting in case you didn’t get 
them all written down.
a. Hark the Herald Angels Sing   m.   Hark the Herald Angels Sing
b. O, Holy Night     n.   O. Holy Night 
c. God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen
d. I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day 
e. Joy to the World     
f. O, Holy Night     
g. Hark the Herald Angels Sing
h. O Little Town of Bethlehem
I.    Silent Night
J.   What Child is This?
K.   God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen
L. O, Little Town of Bethlehem
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Aprons, Aprons, Aprons
 Nineteen members at the afternoon meeting and seventeen at the evening meeting strutted the runway to show 
their aprons.  We saw newly-made, traditional and funky; aprons handed down from mothers and grandmother; simple 
and ruffled; cobbler and waist band style; brand new made to look like old; sets for grandma, granddaughters, and dolls; 
those with matching potholders, and even some that could also serve as a bonnet.  Thanks to all who participated.
 Our Viewer’s Choice Winners 
 Afternoon
 Donna Ashbacher – Cupcakes and matching potholders
 Marilyn Barron – new to look like old
 Joni Johnson – four sided reversible
 Evening
 Jackie Dirkesen – grandmother’s
 Margaret Willemsen - Ruffles and Ruffles
 Joan Weymiller – Grandmother, granddaughter, and doll

March is a Challenging Month!!!!!!!!!!!
    For so many reasons March is a challenge– we are tired of winter and ready for spring.  But this month we 
plan to address that challenge in a positive manner.  Afternoon members should plan to share quilts that they 
have made for different challenge events.

     Chris Kirsch will do a presentation on “The Challenged Mind” for the evening meeting.  Chris loves a good 
challenge and will go through the thoughts and steps that bring her to finished challenge projects.  

March 7, 2012 – Workshop “Beyond Meandering” by Chris Kirsch (www.chrisquilts.net)

9:30 – 4:00, Cost $30.00,  Luana Bank Lower Level     Lunch is on your own.

     This class is first meant to be fun.  The focus will be what you can do now that you know how to meander 
and stipple.  We will learn and practice loads of “no mark” designs.  You may also bring along an unfinished 
top with plans to brainstorm design and placement ideas.  

 



Quilter’s Day Casserole
8 oz. ruffled egg noodles
3 oz. cream cheese, softened
1 C. sour cream
6 medium green onions, chopped
1 clove minced garlic
1 lb. ground beef (use good quality, low fat)
15 oz. tomato sauce with tomato pieces
1 t. salt, and pepper to taste
1 C. grated cheddar cheese
Cook noodles until slightly underdone. Drain, rinse with hot 
water, drain and set aside.
Beat the sour cream into the cream cheese and stir in 
green onions and garlic. Set aside. 
Cook ground beef. Stir in tomato sauce, salt and pepper.
In an oblong glass dish, layer half the noodles, half the sour 
cream mixture, and half the beef mixture. Repeat layers. 
Sprinkle with the grated cheese and cover tightly with 
plastic wrap. Refrigerate overnight. 

Bake in a 350° oven about 30 minutes. Let stand 10 
minutes before cutting/serving. Serves 6. Enjoy!  �����

Treasurer’s Report, Linda Cook 

Balance 10/8/2011 $10,345.30

Expenses:

Camp Winnebago (retreat) $1120.00

Barb Raisbeck (refund-overpayment) $35.00

Mary Kaye Winke (retreat program) $150.00

Postage-Newsletter (Edna Haskovec) $25.52

Janet Pittman (retreatwkshp, mlg, patterns) $660.00

Linda Sires (retreat meals) $1000.00

Edie Hogan (refund) $100.00

Virginia Johnson (refund) $40.00

Tisha Sandberg (two programs Nov) $100.00

Allamakee Co. Treasurer (trailor license) $30.50

Carolyn Vogel (postage, copies, retreat, Dec meeting gc) $123.60 Total Expenses  $3384.62

Income:

Interest  October $5.41

Dues $200.00

Retreat $540.00

Total Income  $745.41

12/12/11 Balance $7706.09

Respectfully Submitted, Linda Cook



Sew on Your Own Retreat
Friday March 23 – Sunday March 25, 2012

Sisters Retreat Center 
105 N. Vine Street
West Union, Iowa

The fee for this workshop is $100 and includes two nights and three days.  Check in is at 10 am Friday 
and check out is at 5 pm on Sunday.  You may come after 5 pm on Thursday and stay the extra night for an 
additional $25.  Late arrival (after 5 pm Fri) will be $90. Day only (no overnight stay or breakfast) is $20/day. 
Continental breakfast fixings and coffee, tea, and filtered water are all included.  

There are 16 twin beds and two queen beds located in five separate sleeping areas upstairs.  Beds are 
covered with beautiful quilts and each person has her own set of towels.  The center includes two bathrooms 
with large showers and another bathroom on first floor.  A small kitchenette area upstairs includes microwave 
and refrigerator for the late night snack!  

The downstairs area for sewing has separate tables for sewing and for eating meals (although the meal 
tables could also be used for sewing).  There are four ironing and cutting stations, 13 heavy duty tables for your 
machine, and awesome ergonomic five wheeled chairs. Lighting is T8 throughout.  There is a  full kitchen 
stocked with dishes and appliances, including stove, microwave, dishwasher, etc.  There are several eateries 
within walking distance. 

Bring your laptop as WiFi is available, as are a printer, copier, scanner and FAX.  Deb Thies, our host, 
is a quilter herself, so she has tried to think of everything we might need. 

We will offer a table runner mystery project on Saturday for those who are interested. 
Sign-up information will be available at the guild meeting.  Mark your calendars! 



Mission:  The guild will be non-profit with the purpose of 
encouraging and promoting high standards in the practice and 
knowledge of quilting, conducting educational programs and 
providing for the interchange of information.  All funds to be 
used for the objects set forth herein. NEIQG Member  
ADVERTISING RATES
Business Card (2 /X 3-1/2)          $ 4.00
1/4 page (2 1/2 X 7) or (5 X 3 1/2)    $ 8.00
1/3 Page                                $12.00
1/2 Page                                $15.00
Full Page                               $30.00    
Classified Ads are .10 per word and must be quilt or 
member related.                                               
Deadline dates are the 10th of the month the 
newsletter is written. ( Aug., Oct., Dec., Feb., April, 
June)
All ads must be prepaid. Prepay for 5 ads and get the 
6th free.  Non-member cost  is 2 times the above rates.
All ads must be Copy Ready.
Make checks payable to NEIQG.
Mail to Marge Johnson 
 706 S. Beaumont Road
 Prairie du Chien, WI  53821

Northeast Iowa Quilt Guild
Marge Johnson
706 South Beaumont Road
Prairie du Chien, WI  53821


